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A further charge which has been brought by Mr. Gandhi is that the
recent measures of Government have involved a departure from the civilized
policy laid down by His Excellency at the^ time of the apology of the Ali
Brothers, namely, that the Government of India should not interfere with the
activities of non-co-operation so long as they remained non-violent in word
and deed. The following citation from the communique of the Government of
India issued on the 30th May conclusively disproves the statement. After
explaining that in view of the solemn undertaking contained in the state-
ment over their signatures, it had been decided to refrain from instituting
criminal proceedings against Messrs Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali, the
Government of India observed: "It must not be inferred from the original
determination of the Government to prosecute for speeches inciting to violence
that promoting disaffection of a less violent character is not an offence against
the law. The Government of India desire to make it plain that they will
enforce the law relating to offences against the State as and when they may
think fit against any persons who have committed breaches of it."
It remains with the Government of India to deal with the allegation that
His Excellency summarily rejected the proposal for a conference although the
terms put forward by the Conference at Bombay and accepted by the Work-
ing Committee of the Congress were "quite in keeping with His Excellency's
own requirements as indicated in his speech at Calcutta". How far this is far
from being the case will be manifested from a comparison of His Excellency's
speech with the terms proposed by the Conference. His Excellency in that speech
insisted on the imperative necessity as a fundamental condition precedent to the
discussion of any question by a conference, of the discontinuance of the unlawful
activities of the non-co-operation party. No assurance on this point was, how-
ever, contained in the proposals advanced by the Conference. On the con-
trary whilst the Government were asked to make concessions which not only in-
cluded the withdrawal of the notifications under the Criminal Law Amendment
and Seditious Meetings Acts and the release of persons convicted thereunder,
but also the release of the persons convicted of offences designed to affect the
loyalty of the army and the submission to an arbitration committee of the
cases of other persons convicted under the ordinary law of the land, there was
no suggestion that any of the illegal activities of the non-co-operators other
than hartals, picketing and civil disobedience should cease. Moreover, it was
evident from the statements made by Mr. Gandhi at the Conference that he
intended to continue the enrolment of volunteers in prohibited associations
and the preparations for civil disobedience. Further Mr. Gandhi also made
it apparent that the proposed Round Table Conference would be called
merely to register his decrees. It is idle to suggest that terms of this character
fulfilled in any way the essentials laid down by His Excellency or can
reasonably be described as having been made in response to the sentiments
expressed by him*